TABLE 59.18: Latvian Alphabet 



Letter 

Phonetic Value 

Nam^ 


A 

a 

[a] 

[1a:] 


A 

a 

[a:] 



B 

b 

[b] 

[1bei] 


C 

c 

[Ts] 

[iFse:] 


C 

c 

[tJ] 

[-Itje:], [-Itja:] 


D 

d 

[d] 

[1dei] 

^ 

Dz 

dz 

[<rz] 

[Idie:] 

2h 

Dz 

dz 

[d3] 

[icTje:], [1^a:] 

i HK 

E 

e 

[e], [e] 

[-le:] 

LzJ 

E 

e 

[e:], [e:] 


^io^ 

F 

f 

[f] 

M 


G 

g 

[g] 

[1ga:] 

Q 

g 

[f] 

[mi:k1stais igai] 'soft g' 

' HO 

H 

h 

[x]; older [fi] 

[1xa:], [1fia:] 

(Ch 

ch 

[x])" 

[1xa:]) 

00 

I 

i 

[i] 

[1i:] 

^ 1 

I 

1 

[i:] 


;erT 
Lilian 

J 

J 

\i\ 

Uot] 

rr? 

K 

k 

M 

[1ka:] 

t 1 

K 

k 

[c] 

[mi:k1stais 1ka:] 'soft V 

1, 

L 

1 

[1] 

[el] 

t .rift! 

L 

1 

[/f] 

[e,K], [miikistais el] 'soft /' 

■{iiHIii 

M 

m 

[m] 

[em] 

iii={ 

N 

n 

[n] 

[en] 

!? Illilr 

N 



[p] 

[eji], [miikistais en] 'soft n' 

1 lf|| 





[uo]; in loanwords [0], [0:] 

[I0:] 


P 

P 

[P] 

[1pe:] 


R 

r 

[r] 

[er] 


(R 

r 

M)" 

[miikistais er] 'soft r' 


s 

s 

[s] 

[es] 


S 

s 

[J] 

[eJ] 


T 

t 

[t] 

[ite:] 


U 

u 

[u] 

[1u:] 


u 

u 

[u:] 



V 

V 

[V] 

[ive:] 


z 

z 

[z] 

[ize:] 


z 

z 

[3] 

[ise:], [i3a:] 


a. The long vowels may be distinctively named as [iai ar garum\|zi:mi] 'a with length-sign' or [galrais ia:] 
'long a', etc. 

b. The letters ch and r were abolished in Soviet Latvia, and their status since the reestablishment of indepen- 
dence is controversial (section 67). 


